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Tromsø Constructicon Lab (ConLab): projects

2016 – present
2023

2023 – present
The Norwegian 
Constructicon

The Persian 
Constructicon

'

In this talk we will focus on Russian cxns

The Hill Mari
Constructicon

2022

2024



Overview
1. The Russian Constructicon as a resource for research

2. The Russian Constructicon as a resource for pedagogy
How to organize language teaching via constructions?

• STRATEGY 1: FROM CONSTRUCTIONS > TO TEXT GENERATION
    The Construxercise resource 2.0 (2025) for A2-B1

• STRATEGY 2: FROM AUTHENTIC TEXTS > TO CONSTRUCTIONS
    The resource "V temu" 'On the topic' (2024) for B2-C1



1. The Russian Constructicon as a 
resource for research



'

Browse a list of over 4000 
constructions

Select any construction, click on 
it and the description will 

appear at the bottom of the 
same page
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Constructions are classified according to all of these parameters





Constructicon as a resource for research

The constructicon makes it possible to:
• research a phenomenon in wholistic manner
• show how a phenomenon connects with the system of a 

language
• show how common a phenomenon is in a language

Janda, L. A., V. Zhukova, A. Endresen. 2024. Typology of reduplication in Russian: Constructions within and 
beyond a single clause.  In M. Kopotev and K. Kwon (Eds.), Constructions with lexical repetitions in East Slavic 
languages (Volume 384 in the series Trends in Linguistics. Studies and Monographs [TiLSM]), 71–96. 2024. De 
Gruyter Mouton. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111165806-003 

https://www.degruyter.com/serial/tilsm-b/html
http://dx.doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.1515/9783111165806-003


Further directions
• Quantitative clustering of constructions within languages
• Languages with multiple and flexible norms, dialectal variation, 

e.g. Norwegian
• Establish separate identities of languages, e.g., Ukrainian is not a 

version of Russian
• Multilingual constructicons, comparative concepts
• Expand use of AI to assist in building of constructicons
• Constructicons can facilitate training and improvement of LLMs
• Language testing: constructions can define proficiency

Endresen, A. & V. Zhukova. 2025. Constructionist approach to assessment of language proficiency in Russian as a foreign language.
In: Pastushenkov, D., Zalaltdinova, L. (Eds.), Assessment of Russian as a Foreign Language: Unlocking Proficiency. 82-97. Routledge.



1. The Russian Constructicon as a 
resource for pedagogy



How to organize language teaching
via constructions?
STRATEGY 1: FROM CONSTRUCTIONS > TO TEXT GENERATION
    The Construxercise resource 2.0 (2025) for A2-B1

STRATEGY 2: FROM AUTHENTIC TEXTS > TO CONSTRUCTIONS
    The resource "V temu" 'On the topic' (2024) for B2-C1



Construxercise 1.0 (2022)



practical exercises for students 
learning Russian 

https://constructicon.github.io/construxercise-rus/
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database with Russian 
grammatical constructions

https://constructicon.github.io/russian/

• first created in 2022
• 59 discourse constructions 
• 12 lessons
• over 180 practical exercises 
• accomodated for online and offline 

work

See the details in our article:

Endresen, Anna, Valentina Zhukova, Elena Bjørgve, 
Daria Demidova, Natalia Kalanova, Zoia Butenko, 
George Lonshakov, David Henrik Lavén. 
2022. Construxercise!: Implementation of a 
construction-based approach to language
pedagogy.  Russian Language Journal 72(1). 47-71.

https://constructicon.github.io/construxercise-rus/
https://constructicon.github.io/russian/


The exercises are grouped by  
lessons and by functions



The exercises cover major conversational
topics commonly used in teaching

Russian as a foreign language.



9 discourse functions
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ID Construction GLOSS Discourse functions
1087 inymi/drugimi slovami, XP/Cl IN OTHER WORDS, … Clarify your point
1840 k primeru, Cl/XP FOR EXAMPLE, … Give an example

1872 (i) kstati (govorja), Cl BY THE WAY, … Add information

6 (a/tak) čto nasčët XP? WHAT ABOUT …? Introduce a topic

2273 v-NumOrd-yx, XP/Cl FIRST OF ALL, … Structure your argument

1839 takim obrazom, Cl THEREFORE, … Draw a conclusion
11 (kak) po mne, (tak) Cl AS FOR ME, … Express your opinion

2281 Cl, ne pravda li? …, ISN’T IT? Ask someone for their opinion

1133 mjagko govorja, Cl TO PUT IT MILDLY, … Hedge

Feedback from students and colleagues: 
representation has to be simplified



Construxercise 2.0 (2025)



Level-adjusted, 
student-friendly
representations of
constructions

Individual links to 
descriptions in 
RusCon

Corresponding cxns
in Eng and Norw

New 
illustrations
that match the
topic of the
lesson

Option to view
the translation
to English and 
Norwegian

enhanced
visuals:
pictures, 
colored blocks
with
explanations



Added voiceover, allowing
the microtexts to be used as 
listening exercises.

Improved
functionality: 
check your
answers and 
view the
answer key



Review lessons systematize constructions across their functions
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• Constructions that
introduce additional
information. 

• Exercises on how to 
choose among them.



Explicit explanations 
of meaning and use:
"Information on constructions"

illustrative example(s)

simplified 
definition

definition is 
translated to 
EN and NO

corresponding 
constructions in EN and NO

+ when necessary:
• information on the fillers of the slots  
• place in the sentence
• construction variants
• differences from EN and NO



The user can download a 
printable version of each
lesson from the website.



Textbook 
is 
ready

RUS 2025 | Praktisk skriftlig og muntlig russisk 
Lær russisk med konstruksjoner
A2-B1 

Содержание. Contents. Innhold 

Введение: конструкции 
Intro: constructions 

Урок 1. Знакомство  
Introducing yourself 
o кроме того … 
o к тому же … 
o не только …, но и … 
o плюс ко всему, … 
o кстати, … 

1 
 

3 

Урок 7. Праздники  
Holiday celebrations 
o ... заодно ... 
o …, так ведь? 
o Сам/сама подумай, … 
o будь моя воля, я бы … 
o на мой взгляд, … 
o как по мне, … 
o Словом, ... 

90 

Урок 2. Поездка за границу  
Travelling abroad 
o Во-первых, … Во-вторых, …  В-третьих, … 
o С одной стороны, … с другой стороны, … 
o что касается …, то … 
o в целом, … 
o таким образом, … 

17 Урок 8. Еда  
Cooking and eating 
o Дело не в …, а в … 
o А насчёт …, … 
o Вот и … ! 
o …, и на том спасибо! 
o … типа … 

102 

Урок 3. Устройство на работу  
Getting a job  
o к примеру, … 
o Так, … 
o Что насчёт ...? 
o что касается ..., то ... 
o честно говоря, ... 

33 Урок 9. Внешность  
Personal appearance 
o ... правда? 
o …, не правда ли? 
o …, а ты как думаешь? 
o А ты не думаешь, что …? 
o по-моему, … 
o …, по-твоему? 

118 

Урок 4. Поход к врачу  
Going to the doctor 
o другими словами … 
o …, то есть … 
o …, а именно … 
o Мало того, … 
o Ко всему прочему, … 
o И вообще, … 

44 Урок 10. Характер 
Describing personality 
o на первый взгляд, … 
o на самом деле … 
o мягко говоря, … 
o грубо говоря, … 
o вряд ли … 
o Не факт, что … 

135 

Урок 5. Повторение уроков 1-4  
Review lessons 1-4 

 
 
Урок 6. Транспорт  
Getting around 
o с точки зрения …, … 
o С моей точки зрения, … 
o впрочем, … 
o …, не так ли? 
o на мой взгляд, … 
o Насколько я понимаю, … 
o на твоём месте я бы … 

58 
 
 
 
 
72 

Урок 11. Одежда 
Getting dressed 
o …, … и тому подобное. 
o …, … и так далее. 
o скажем, … 
o в частности … 
o Итак, … 
o В заключение … 

149 

 Урок 12. Закрепление уроков 6-11 
Review lessons 6-11 

Функции. Constructions by functions 

166 
 
 
190 

  Ключи. Answer key 206 



Student evaluation
questionnaire
• carried out in May 2025
• in Norwegian, digital, anonymous
• Likert scale: 

• fully agree
• partially agree
• neither agree nor disagree, 
• partially disagree
• fully disagree

• Format:
• 29 questions, including 
• 24 statements to assess
• 5 open-end questions

• N: 6 students
• L2 learners of Russian (A2-B1)
• L1: Norwegian (5), Greek (1)



All students liked 
the exercises on 
constructions.

All students found
the exercises useful.

The exercises were 
interesting.

Many constructions were 
new to the students.



What do you think about exercises on constructions?

It was good to see cxns in various contexts

First of all, I think these constructions have been very useful. I was reading a random news
article in Russian and noticed a great number of these constructions in every paragraph. It 
felt like the text was taken directly from the course.

Very useful

cxns are the most useful we have learned



Students learn constructions and produce more 
natural and fluent texts
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Students learn constructions and produce more 
natural and fluent texts
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Further plans:

• Create short instructional videos for each lesson to 
facilitate the "flipped classroom" practice
• Shift more practice to homework to get students to 

engage with the website



How to organize language teaching
via constructions?
STRATEGY 1: FROM CONSTRUCTIONS > TO TEXT GENERATION
    The Construxercise resource 2.0 (2025) for A2-B1

STRATEGY 2: FROM AUTHENTIC TEXTS > TO CONSTRUCTIONS
    The resource "V temu" 'On the topic' (2024) for B2-C1



V temu
created by 
Anna Endresen & 
Valentina Zhukova 
fall 2024

'on the topic'

в тему
Colloquial Russian 
RUS 3042 | B2

New resource for advanced learners of Russian
MA-level course: RUS-3041 Practical Russian

The title is the anchor of a 
prominent colloquial construction

'a/to comment on point, on the topic'

Represented in RusCon:
ID1399 NP (ne) v temu
ID1400 VP (ne) v temu



The idea behind V temu
• Goal (for students):  learn to comprehend authentic texts of various 

genres featuring formal and especially informal constructions.

• Goals (for us):
ØIntegrate focus on constructions into a "traditional" language course
Øchoose topics that are modern, trendy and engaging for the students
Øchoose texts on these topics that are interesting in terms of constructions
Øchoose useful constructions in these texts to focus on
Øprovide commentary on target cxns
Øcreate exercises to train target cxns



Structure: Topic > Genre > Text 
> Cxns > Teaching Materials

• topic
• authentic Russian across 

modalities (written, audio, video)
• exercises on multi-word 

constructions from this text
• prompts for discussion on the 

topic
• written assignment featuring 

newly learned constructions 
(translation or essay)



Overview of topics

• Traditional family vs open relationships
• Humor and stand-up
• Nobel Prize winners
• Human capital
• Demography
• Nationality and ethnicity
• Language politics and minority languages
• Food making
• Festive meal and short dinner speeches

Variety of genres

• excerpt from a book
• stand-up comedy
• interview of an expert
• academic lecture
• news broadcast
• culinary vlog 
• festive meal speech



Conclusions: Providing the big picture

• A large constructicon facilitates a whole-language 
perspective

oFor research: overall impact and systemic relationships
§ (rather than narrow focus often strategic for publication)

oFor teaching: patterns that are portable to various 
topics and communicative goals, that grow with the 
learner across all levels



https://sites.google.com/view/calp5/



Extra slides



Structure of a lesson:
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Overview table of target cxns: 5 to 6 cxns

2-3 microtexts, in which nearly every
sentence contains a target cxn.

Main body: 
a series of 12–15 exercises

Each lesson culminates with exercises 
that engage students in producing

a dialogue or monologue using target cxns

Most exercises and texts 
are short. 

Each lesson takes about 
60 min to complete.
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Discourse 
functions

constructions
to choose lexical fillers

Target constructions can 
be combined into
strategic sets, or 

templates

Such templates can be 
employed for producing 
texts of potentially any 

topic and genre

templates for text organization
 

producing texts of potentially 
any topic and genre 


