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A COGNITIVE MODEL OF THE RUSSIAN ACCUSATIVE CASE

Laura A. Janda
USA, The University of North Carolina
lajanda@email.unc.edu

Summary
Despite their number and complexity, all the uses of the
Russian accusative case can be shown to fit together in a network
of related and in some instances overlapping meanings, one that
even accounts for idiomatic uses. In addition to demonstrating the
descriptive and theoretical power of the radial category and
metaphorical mapping, this analysis reveals significant facts about
the way in which information is organized in Russian. Directed
motion occupies a prominent place in the linguistic imagination of
Russian. Just looking at something constitutes a visual voyage.
Human understanding of time is patterned after how we perceive
space, motivating the conventional conclusion in Russian that if a
journey has a spatial destination, then an event has a temporal
destination as well. Time is clearly conceived of in Russian as a
unidimensional line stretching away from us in two directions.
Change to a new state is comprehended as movement to a new
Jocation. Going to a destination behind an item can be interpreted
as catching hold, replacing, or exceeding that item. Feeling
nauseated or shaken up are not activities people engage in; these
are things that just happen to people without any apparent agent.
The accusative case puts all these ideas into a single coherent

package.

0.0 Introduction
In the course of the past fifteen years, I have d

attention to the semantics of the Russian case system (see particularly Janda
1988, 1990, 1993, and 1999). My analysis of case meanings has been consistently
predicated upon the framework of cognitive linguistics (primarily as defined by
Lakoff 1987, Langacker 1987 & 1991, and Johnson 1987). After having
examined the dative, instrumental, and genitive cases, I naively assumed that the
remaining cases would hold no great mysteries and began writing 2 book that
would explain the entire Russian case system (Janda forthcoming). While neither
the nominative nor the locative are entirely trivial, their descriptions have turned
out to be more or less what I expected them to be. The accusative case, however,
has provided much more challenge than I anticipated, and I will devote this paper
to sharing the results of my struggles to make sense of this case.

evoted considerable
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promine'l;llifyc;n:ptsani:(])m the cognitive ]inguistic framework that figure most
accounts for the gr)c,)ss str}t'lsc:rZZF zse‘rznasuelzamlfs arlfs)the et e
. ¢ networks) and metaphori i
f:;l;;h zc;(t::u:rtl§efor .the finer detafls of variations on meanings).pT}(::(;fi;:‘;zr:I;%
catosorioat fn a.; dxsr . (Eca)lstl::l::ga .upoz}ll empirical observations of human
. , ories have proven i
ar;alyzmg polysemous linguistic units such asrc,:ase. Thzarrgg;zlllazl;e;::;a:jlsit;;
Z er:ltrr:;twork of category members (meanings) all of which bear relationships to a
2 proto.type as well as to an abstract schema. This model enable
exmne the internal structure of a category that has a diverse array of mesmlll)S .
()ifet st?ll shows cohc?rence. In the analysis that follows, the accusative case wil]e;)se;
;:;1;1;2((11 isy z; rgdl?l c;tegory with three groups of members, all of which are
' y a single a stract idea and related to each other in a straightf
fashion. This model allows us to avoid descriptions i ]g'h e e
semantic unity of a given case (by describing ::: asa sz,ft‘ Za;'ssntl}’le?;:;;h:;sgn : o
as a group of "homonyms" — this is the approach most often found in r,ef rremos
grammars), or deny the actual complexity of case usage (by referring onl ertence
abstract meaning without articulating how this meaning motivates the cc))/molan
spectrum of observed uses — as was the case with van Schooneveld 1978 anI:i :X
a lesser extent Jakobson 1936/1971, 1958/1971, who, though they di(i S l(:
about general and specific meanings, concentrated on the former and never ?elf]l
expounded the relationship between the two). v
. Metaphorical mapping is the result of the human cognitive tendency t
take lfleas from one domain and apply them to another. The most common soirc:
domain ftor case semantics (and perhaps for the semantics of natural languages i
general) Is space. Spatial relationships are frequently extended to othergdofnai ;
such as.tlme, purpose, causation, and action. The strategy in the description of tl?s
accusative case that follows is to identify the spatial meaning of various uses o;
the accusative ar‘nd then explore how these uses are mapped into other domains
One additional advantage of using the cognitive linguistic framework. to
perform se.:mantic analyses is that this model brings into relief the basic concepts
that organize human thought. It is thus possible to view the linguistic phcnom?aa
we observe as artifacts of cognition indicating how we as human beings use ou
pf:rceptu.al and intellectual capacities to make sense of our world Signiﬁcanft
discoveries can be made by exploring the systematic use of r.neta hor to
comprehend realities such as time, causality, and states of being. ’

_ T%xe basic spatial relations that compose the meanings of the accusative
v.vﬂl be diagrammed and also given prose captions (in small caps). The diagram
like the prose captions, are mnemonic devices, and do n.ot im 1gr ans’
psychological reality. Their purpose here is merely to support the descriptli)oi; ’

OGpaGoTKa TEKCTA H KOTHHTHBHEIE TexHooruu, Ne 4, 2000
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0.1 Overview of the accusative case - o .
The radial category of the accusative case is deceivingly simple,

containing a prototype . .

(ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION) and two related meanings (ACCUSATIVE: A

DIMENSION and ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT). '
An apt subtitle for the accusative would be "Toward, down, and at the

bottom of a slippery slope”. The accusative case can be used to express alli,Eﬁ.lre:
actions: moving to a place (toward a shpper slope = _ACCUSA:TM.? A
DESTINATION), moving through a place @own a slippery slope = ?CCUS o é A
DIMENSION), and reaching a terminal point (at the bgtt'om ofas lp;()icry slop -
ACCUSATIVE: ANENDPOINT). Just as running up to, sliding dowp, an am‘vmgthc
the bottom of a slippery slope can be all folded into one contmuq\txs aihon,Cise
three meanings of the accusative are parts of a continuum without pre

boundaries between them.

ACCUSATIVE
A DESTINATION

ACCUSATIVE
A DIMENSION

A

ACCUSATIVE
AN ENDPUINE

Fig.1. The accusative case

Text Processing and Cognitive Technologies, Ne 4, 2000
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Above all else, the accusative describes a destination, and this is
equally true for all of its meanings. The relations among the three meanings
of the accusative are noticeably different from those that we see in the other
cases with multiple meanings (the nominative, instrumental, dative, and
genitive). Rather than being relatively discrete and independent (but related),
the meanings of the accusative are like the nesting parts of a MaTp&uika doll.
The basic meaning of ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION is the biggest, least
specific meaning; it does not analyze its object in any way. An item marked
by ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION is just a destination, its structure is of no
particular interest. ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION, however, focuses on a
destination extended through time, space, or some other dimension.
ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT takes this concept even further, focusing
specifically on the endpoint of a destination extended through some
dimension; it can be understood as a destination (endpoint) within a
destination. In an abstract sense, ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION corresponds to
the English preposition fo, ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION to the preposition
through, and ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT to the phrase through to the end.
Overall, one can visualize the accusative meanings as a megaphone or a
telescope, with ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION at the wide end, ACCUSATIVE:
ANENDPOINT at the narrow end, and ACCUSATIVE:

A DIMENSION in between. The accusative operates on a scale from
general to specific, and the boundaries between submeanings are rather
diffuse.

Table 1. The distribution of prepositions across the three
meanings of the accusative.

ACCUSATIVE: ACCUSATIVE:
A DESTINATION A DIMENSION

ACCUSATIVE:
AN ENDPOINT

B 'in, into; on, at; for' B 'in, during; like' B 'in, at; at the end of

Ha 'to, on, onto; on, at; | Ha 'for, lasting; to'

for'
3a 'behind,; for' 3a 'during' 3a 'away; by the end of
0 'against' o 'with'

no 'up to; after, to get' | no 'through; each’

ITox 'under, toward; for | nop 'like; to the tune of

use, as'
IIpo ‘for' npo 'about’
¢ 'approximately’
ckBO3b 'through'
yepes3 'through' gepe3 'across, after; in,

at the end of

O6paboTKa TeKCTa H KOTHHTHBHbBIE TEXHONOIHH, Ne 4, 2000
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Another hallmark of the accusative case is the way it deploys
prepositions. With all other cases, each preposition is associated with only
one submeaning, however it is not uncommon for prepositions to use two or
even all three meanings of the accusative. This table (Table 1) demonstrates
the distribution of prepositions across the three meanings of the accusative.

In addition a number of postpositions are associated with (he
accusative case; all these postpositions are used to express time with only one
meaning of the accusative, ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT, and these wil] he
covered in section 3.2,

1.0 ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION

ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION operates in four domains: space, time,
action, and purpose. In the spatial domain ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINAT ION is &
destination of physical motion; in terms of time it is a temporal destination, g
time when something happens; in the domain of action it is the destination of
a verbal activity, namely the direct object; and in the domain of purpose its
meaning is roughly equivalent to the English word/or.

1.1 ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of space

In the domain of space, ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION always requires
a preposition to tell us what sort of trajectory is envisioned. The prepositions
involved are: B 'to, into', Ha 'to, onto', o ‘against', no 'after, to get', 3a 'to the
far/back side of, and nox 'to the underside of, approaching’. Trajectories
through space are subject to metaphorical mapping to numerous domains,

and these will be explored in turn, once the spatial meanings have been
established.

1.1.1 B+ ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domaip of space

Physical movement through space in the direction of or entering
something is the most basic use of the preposition B expressing ACCUSATIVE:
A DESTINATION.

(1)  Jhums 7 TIPOUCHTOB JHONEl BBIPA3MIIM XKeNAHHE BBIEXATh R dpvane
mecma. [Only 7-NOM percent-GEN people-GEN expressed desire-
ACC move to other places-ACC.] Only 7 percent of the people
expressed a desire to move to other Places.

Vision is metaphorically conceived of as moving along a path from
the eyes to what they perceive (this extension is of course not supparied hy
the science of optics, but rather by the common metaphor that seeing is
touching). Because human beings experience sight as a way of perceptually

Text Processing and Cognitive Technologies, Ne 4,2000
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IVE: A
reaching out to the world around them, the use of ACCUSAT
DESTINATION to express looking is well motivated.

2} Ou el mocMOTpen B 2rasa.”

[He-NOM her-DAT looked into eyes-ACC.
He looked into her eves.

The movement of sound and telephone signals likewise motivates

- 3 ) 1,
the use of the accusative with verbs like 3sonMTs 'call":

(3} OH3ROHI B puiiiyiisle ODZARUIAYUU.

[He-NOM called to various organizations-ACC.
e called various organizations.

It is very common for human beings to understand states of belnf as
i usative,
i from, or, in the case of the acc
locations that one can be in, escape ‘ A
ar:ixru in. The spatial understanding of states of being as pl:;:esﬂnltcétévain e
metaphorical usage of ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION 1llustral

example:

: g : eHagUCMb.
4y Frorga moBGoRL NEPEXOIMT B H
[ [Sometimes love-NOM passes to hatred-ACC.]

Sometimes love turns into hatred.

. oy or
In the absiract domain of mathematics, a "desﬁ:afonc C[l_jss :TSEA
: L . A '
involved in multiplication, motivating mis common use of B

DESTIMNATION:
TH B uembipe
(5 Ja nocneqHie NETh neT NpecTynHOCTh YBEJIHIHIACH 0T D

paza. ‘ ‘ i
[In past five-ACC years-GEN crime-rate-NOM increased nearly

four times-ACC.]
In the past five years the crime rate has nearly quadrupled.

The use of the accusative rather than the gemtlve-acc;:satlvetavlv(litltlg tf:re1
preposition & belongs here; it refers exclusively to people 1w ‘: :;emexa“ "
an identity or joining a group. The most.common examp. ; elct e
200N [g::. to guests-ACC] 'go on a visz.t’ (where tht:l ;.: ljn e e
identity of a guest); but this is a productive phenome;

see in the followimg example:

O6paboTka TeKCTa H KOTHHTUBHBIE TEXHOJIOTHH, Ne 4,2000
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Jlopa noctynuna s yuenuysr x MaHHKIopiIe.
[Lora-NOM entered to apprentices-ACC to manicurist-DAT.
Lora joined (became one of) the manicurist's apprentices.

©

1.1.2 Ha + ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of space
The behavior of na is very similar to that of 8. The only difference is

that B can imply entering the accusative object, whereas Ha treats it like a

two-dimensional surface. Iike B, Ha is often used to describe the destination

to which objects move or are moved:

(7 Manenskas 3mes Biresana ua 20pAY Ul KameHy Y NOXHUMATA

roJioRBYy.

[Small snake-NOM crawled-up on hot stone-ACC and lifted

head-ACC.]

The small snake crawled up on the hot stone and lifted its head.

This does not mean that the use of ua is restricted to use with objects
that have surfaces, but rather that surfaces are prototypical for ua. There are a
number of locations that are conventionally conceived of as surfaces (as
opposed to containers) in Russian, thus motivating the use of Ha, among
them: islands (ua 0cTpos 'to the island"), peninsulas (Ha nosyoctpos 'to the
peninsula'), mountain ranges (Ha Yparn 'to the Urals'), clearings (4a ruromans
'to the square’), points of embarcation for travel (a Boksan 'to the train
station), events (Ha KOHUEPT 'to the concert), compass points and other
generalized locations (4a 3aman 'to the west', Ha LienuHy 'to the virgin lands"),
certain buildings, work/trade environments, and academic units (1a 3aBog 'to

the factory', ma Kadenpy ‘to the department of a university"), and the upper

floors of buildings (na TIepBLIH, BTOPOHA... 31ax 'to the second, third... floor"),

As we saw above, vision is understood as directed motion, motivating
the use of na with things that can be looked upon or at;

(8) A cmotpio Ha ee RUHUKO, 21A0CHbKOE K 08ANbHOE, KAK SHYKO,
[I-NOM look on her face-ACC, smooth and oval-ACC, like an
egg-NOM ]

I'look at her face, smooth and oval like an egg.
The fact that there is a direction indicated, even if there is no actual

motion, is often sufficient to trigger the ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION
meaning via metaphorical extension:

Text Processing and Cognitive Technologies, Ne 4,2000
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HNpesngent nposogyr NIJIMTAKY, HANIPABJIEHHYIO HA nOOOepICanue
TECHEIX CBR3SH ¢ Kuraesm,
[President-NOM conduct policy-ACC, directed-ACC on support-ACC
close ties-GEN with China-INST.]
The president is setting policy aimed at supporting close ties with
China,

This idea of energy rather than actual objects moving toward a
destination inspires further uses of Ha, which function to some degree as
fixed phrases, as in this example

(10)  N'opeknit nukoraa e uperengosan Ha poms "BEPXOBHOIO CyALH"
d

JHTEPATY]PEL
[Gor'kyj-NOM never not aspired/claimed on role-ACC "supreme
Jjudge"-GEN literature-GEN. ]

Gor'kij never claimed to be the "supreme judge" of literature.

1.1.3. 3a + ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of space

In its basic spatial use, the preposition 3a takes an object beyond or

. behind its destination:

E (11) Beuepeso 4 CONHIE 3aKATHIBAIOCH 32 20pu3onm.

[Night-fell and sun-NOM rolled-away behind horizon-
ACC] .
Night was falling and the sun was rolling away behind
the horizon. :

This trajectory motivates several important idioms, such as: cects 3a

, cmon [sit-down behind table-ACC] 'sit down at the table’ and cects 3a pyie
[sit-down behind steering-wheel-ACC] ‘take the wheel (of a vehicle)', BrifiTn
| 3aMYX 33, 3a zpanuyy [behind border-ACC] ‘abroad’

Arrival to a poinit behind an object is associated in the human mind
with gripping and restraint, motivating the use of 3a to express grabbing or
holding. Common examples involve hands, as in B3sTbcs 32 pyky [take

- >chind hand-ACC] ‘join hands’ and secu 3a pyxy [lead behind hand-ACC]

lead by the hand’, and the following example illustrates this use of the
iccusative:

(12) TlomMueHckue KpemKo AepKanH ero 3a naeuy.
[Policemen-NOM firmly held him-ACC behind
shoulders-ACC.]

OG6pa6otrxa TexcTa M KOFHHTHBHBIE Texnoaorin, Ne 4, 2000
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The policemen held him firmly by the shoulders.

Replacement or exchange of items is also cognitively associated with
arrival to a position behind an object because placing one thing behind
another is often the first step in replacing or exchanging items (cf. English
use of the word backup to signify a replacement). The most common
transaction of this kind is the receipt of goods or services in exchange for
money (here the use of 3a overlaps with its use meaning 'for' in the domain of
purpose, explained below):

(13)  AHrnmyane mpuoGpenu SOUKY 3a MuzepHyio naamy y 17-netHeit
IbIFaHKY.
[English-people-NOM obtained daughter-ACC for wretched sum-
ACC by 17-year-old gypsy-GEN.}]
The English [couple] obtained a daughter from a 17-year-old
gypsy girl for a wretched sum.

. Finally, in the metaphorical space of numbers, 3a can name a number
that is exceeded, as in:

(14) Ha6paniocs 3a comsio KeNarolKX.
[Gathered beyond hundred-ACC interested-parties-GEN. ]
More than a hundred interested parties gathered.

1.1.4 O + ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of space

The preposition o, like Ha, treats the accusative object as a surface, but
it requires that contact be made and that there be some kind of force or
pressure, usually involving leaning on or striking the object.

(15) Oxkomno yeTbIpéX YacoB yTpa MOC/BINATHCE CHIBHEIC YAAPEl O KOpNyC
Kopabuis.
[Around four hours-GEN moming-GEN were-heard strong blows-
NOM against hull-ACC ship-GEN.]
Heavy blows against the hull of the ship were heard at about four in
the morning.

O+ ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION also provides semantic structure for the
idiom 6ok o Gok [side-NOM against side-ACC] 'side by side’.

Text Processing and Cognitive Technologies, Ne 4, 2000
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1.1.5 Mo + ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of space
Most frequently no with the accusative means 'up to' a certain point.
Some activity is progressing through some space, and the accusative item is
its destination, the place where it stops.

(16)  BbuI0 OYEBHIHO, YTO €rO ACA NPHBLIK CTOATH MO KONEeHO B HABO3E U
IIypOBaTh JIONATOH.
[Was obvious, that his grandfather-NOM accustomed stand up-to
knee-ACC in manure-LOC and stoke shovel-INST.]
It was obvious that his grandfather was used to standing up to his
knees in manure and heaving a shovel.

The next example demonstrates a metaphorical extension to the
domain of action: the arranging of meetings is an activity which has six as its
stopping point/destination.

(17) JImpexTopy Ha3Hauallk eXEeJHCBHO MO uecns JENOBBIX

CBHAAHHIA.

[Director-DAT arranged daily up-to six-ACC business
meetings-GEN.]

They were arranging up to six business meetings a day for
the director.

1.1.6 Tlog + ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of

space
In the domain of space, the preposition roa expresses a destination

‘under' an item:

(18) Ha ta&xHoit Tpacce fioru6 TUrp, NOMaBlIMi NOA Konéca
TPOE3ABIIIETO JIECOBO3.
[On taiga route-LOC died tiger-NOM, fallen-NOM under wheels-
ACC passed logging-truck-GEN.] A tiger that fell under the wheels of
a passing logging truck died on the taiga road.

More frequently mox is used to describe the creation of metaphorical
relationships, often involving potwer, as in this newspaper headline:

(19) Pycckue norpaHA{HVUKH B I'py3ud B3ATH! HOA Habnodenue.
[Russian border-guards-NOM in Georgia-LOC taken under

observation-ACC] . .
'Russian border guards are put under observation in Georgia
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L2 ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of time

The conceptualization of time in terms of space is one of the most
common metaphorical mappings encountered in language (Lakoff 1987,
Johnson 1987). If a destination in space is the point where something arrives,
then a destination in time 5 the point when something transpires. Both g and
na are deployed in the domain of time, particularly to express days and times
of day: B numuuyy, B cerp YACOB BEYEPA, HA CREOVIOWGUIL DEnb, B HEPARI paa
the first time', 8 nocredwus pas 'the last time’, ua amom pasz 'this/that time"

The preposition no preserves its meaning of 'up to' in the domain of
time, as thiv example demonstrates:

(20)  C cepenunnl aHBapa no xosey HEBpant BOOPYHEHHEIMH OIPRAAMH
HCNRMUCTOR YHHHTOREHO cBbitle 600 MUpHBIX IPa1aH, BRIouan
CTAPHKOR W NeTell.

[From middle-GEN January-GEN up-to end-ACC February-GEN
armed divisions-TNST Islamists-GEN destroyed more 600 peaceful
citizens-GEN, including old-people-GEN and children-GEN. |
From the middle of January through the end of February more than
600 peaceful citizens, including children and the elderly, were
destroyed by armed divisions of Islamists.

Parallel to its spatial uses, nom can indicate a time approaching
another set time;

(21) Bosepamasace nod vmpo, oua rosopiia cebe: nanno, oboinérea. Yro-
HHOY ik TPHAYMEI0 B TAKCH,
[Returning under mormning-ACC, she-NOM said sel-DAT: ok,
work-out. Something-ACC think-up in taxi-LOC ]
Returning toward morning, she said to herself: ok, things will work
out. I'll think something up in the taxi.

1.3 ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in the domain of action

The prototypical sentence (8VO) involves the dircction of action
initiated by the subject toward the object. This is metaphorically conceived of
as a "movement” of the action from the subject to the direct object, the
destination of the action of the verb. This logic motivates a cognitive link
between locations that are the destinations of motion through physical space
and the grammatical function of the direct object, and it is logical therefore
that ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION marks both these uses, In this example the
action of pressing is directed toward the button:

(22) A wawan Gonbuiyio Kpyanio oy TR,
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[1-NOM pressed big round button-ACC elevator-GEN, ]
I pressed the elevator's big rownd button.

Of course physical movement and contact are not necessary, and the
ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION is used for all kinds of direct objects, as in this
example:

(23) A sén deotuio HCuIHb
[I-NOM led double life-ACC]
I led a double ife.

Although the vast majornity of accusative direct objects are embedded
in an SVO phrase, they frequently appear without any subject, and can aleo
be used without any verb, as these examples attest (examples 24-27 show
syntactic omission of the subject, whereas example 28 illustrates lexical
omission, manifested primarily with verbs meaning ‘nauseate’ and "shake’):

(24)  Bot yik NOHCTHHE PERYT KVPay, HECVU[YIa 3010mbte nitya!
[Well already indeed slaughter hen-ACC, laying-ACC golden
eggs-ACC!

Well naw they really are killing the hen that lays the golden
eggs!

(23) Capai samrio.
[Barn-ACC set-on-fire.|
The barn was set on fire,

(26}  Kypc wHTEHCHBHOI TEPAMUH PEIIEHD NPOA0TAHTE,
[Course-ACC intensive therapy-GEN decided continue. |
It was decided to continue the course of intensive therapy.

{27) Ha puwy!
[Here hand-ACC!]
Here, take my hand!

{28)  Bac me TOWHHKT OT Toro, 4To Yeuus cunTaeTcs Teppirropued Pocoun,
A TAM PErYAAPHO NOXHIHAIT 1 YOunuoT modei?
[Vou-ACC not feel pauseated from that-GEN, that Chechnya-NOM
is-considered territory-INST Russia-GEMN, but there regularly capture
and kill people-ACC?]
It doesn't make you sick that Chechnya is considered a Russian
territory, but people are bemng captured and killed there?
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ACCUSATIVEg- AtDla:‘.: Amse 1o produce a desired effect. Here we see

is directing 1ts wﬂlTl'.NATION fleshed out as an object toward which an agent
, IS sense of purpose. Usually this takes the form of

29
(29)  Poccuitckuit TPOXIaHuH npectymnenus ye coBepuii, 1 Mockis
0043aHa BLICTY TS B €20 3ayumy. L
I[;{ussmn ?mzen-NOM crime-GEN not committed, and Moscow-
ThOl\; obliged-NOM act for his defense-ACC.]
¢ Russian citizen has not commj i |
obliged to act in his defense. vl any crime, ARG

The next example illustrates the use of Ha in this domain:

(30) Hekoropsie maupsxu
HE NPEHOCAT 4yrk0ro coBepurericTiy it
Féﬁcrnym'r Ha e2o ucmpebnenye. e
ertain maniacs-NOM not endur i
. € strange -GEN ang
act for its destruction-ACC.]  pereclloniRand

Certain maniacs ¢
annot endure others' ; e
destroy it s’ perfection and work to

Per
answeringl;azz et:teiol::o;; i;l)mmon use of Ha to express the purposeful act of
a . € B omeem Ha+ ACC [in a -ACC to+ ACC
In answer to' construction, both Ha and g act in m1£ donr;:mer R =
Y for'Ita}K:; ::e gf 3a can mean 'for' in the sense of 'in suppori of, as when we
NOM againstgj 'Y ;a’}'ll_lg KTO 3a, 2 kTO MpoTHB? [Who-NOM for and whao-
o ”aweeo. 'who ; in favor and who's opposed?', where 1a implies weny
preﬂ_,dem . gf: ane:;:: e[::pur plantilACC, president-ACC) ‘our plan, pur
' ) etc. TeSs other emotional or moral relationshins |
3 ships
s way, as in feeling shame for, on account of something or someone: o

(31)  Mue creinno 33 Poccuiickoe opyxcue!

[Me-DAT shamefu] for Russian we
' aponry-ACC!
I'm ashamed of Russian weaponry/ pony :
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Wery frequently, however, 3a inspires the concept of exchange, getting

this for that, fighting for something, being punished for something, or paying
for sometfung. We have already seen 3a play this role in expressing
transactions when we looked at the spatial destinations above. '

(32}  AypHanHCTL 3AMUIATHIH WTpad 3a HezaxonHoe npebusanue B

norpasiHoil rosoce. '
[Joumalists-NOM paid fine-ACC for illegal stay-ACC in border zone-

LOC.)
The journalists paid a fine for staying illegally in the border zone.

When the preposition mog is used in the domain of purpose, it means
'for use as’, and involves designing or redesigning something to serve a given
function, as in this example:

OnHAKD N0C/E peBOMOLMH HEPKOBb NEPENenand Nox Kpemamopuil.
[However after revolution-GEN church-ACC remade under

crematorium-ACC.]
However after the revolution they remodeled the church to serve as a

crematoriim,

(33)

The use of the preposition mpo is also relatively restricted in the
doman of purpose. It is part of the fixed phrase coxpauurh npo uépneti denv
[save for black day-ACC) ‘'save for a rainy day’ and often occurs in the
negative with the promoun Hac 'us', as in this example:

(34) v naKoMCTEA — HE NPO Hac.
[These delicacies-NOM — not for us-ACC.]

These delicacies aren't for us.

2.0 ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION ] )
As was stated at the outsét, the accusative case is a relatively fluid

comeept. There is no clear boundary between ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION
and ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION. There is a tendency, however, for the item
marked by ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION to take on dimensions of its own,
rather than being treated like an unanalyzed, unidimensional point, as is the
case with ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION. The dimensions we will examine
have a wide range of quantitative and qualitative measures, such as length,
duration, size, copacity, cost, similarity, and other features and
characteristics. The hallmark of the ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION is that the
action of the verb extends over some dimension. The relevant dimensions
invoked by ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION can be grouped as follows: distance

O6paborka TeKeTa N KOTHHTHBHbIC TEXHOJIOTHH, 'Ne 4, 2000



34

and duration, size and capacity, comparison, and perfomance of activitics.

Each grouping will be examined in turn below.

2.1 ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION in the domains of distance and
duration

There is a Russian proverb that nicely illustrates the distance and
duration uses of ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION:

(35)  JKusme npoxurs ne none nepeifrn.
[Life-ACC live-through not field-ACC walk-across.]

Living through life isn't like walking across afield/Life’s no bed
of roses.

Here life is understood as a stretch of time with a beginning and an
end (and punctuated by trials and tribulations), and living is an activity that
stretches all along this time period. The field is a bounded space, and walking
extends along the distance from one edge of it to the other. Both the life and
the field act in this way as dimensions for activities guided by their
dimensions. Although examples of distance are by no means rare, examples

prepositions and with them (B, 33, Ha, and no). Sometimes the duration is
made up of small discontinuous pieces of time, usually indicated by the use
of words like kaxprii ‘every' and pas3 'time', as in TOBOPHTL cmo pa3 [say
hundred-ACC times-GEN] 'say a hundred times', and as in this example:

(36) Ecmu o1 mo6uun MEHA, TOT/ja 3a4eM MBI Kaxcowiii denp paccraémces”
(If you-NOM love me-ACC, then why we-NOM every day-ACC
break-up?]

If you love me, then why do we separate every day?

With the preposition B, duration is usually expressed in terms of
BpeMsi/BpeMeHa 'time (s)" or romp! 'years', as in the following example:

(37) B me 20061 Bcem ue XBaTall0 HAIMYHEIX HEHET.
[In those years-ACC all-DAT not sufficed available money-GEN.]
In those years everyone had a shortage of available money.

Probably the most common use of B+ ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION in
the domain of time is with the. word pas 'time' to express frequency, as in paz
B Hedeno [time-NOM in week-ACC] 'once a week’ TPH pasa B mecay [three
times-NOM in month-ACC] 'three times a month'
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Like B, Ha can also identify a duration, specifically one during which

somcthing is done, or how long the results should last. This motivates the use

of ua illustrated in mis example:

(38} Bpaum HaCTAHBAIOT Ha CKOpEHIIEM YXO/IE B OTITYCK HE MEHEE YeM Ha

mpuoyame THEH. _ .
[Doctors-NOM insist on fastest departure-LOC in vacation-ACC not

less than lasting thirty days-ACC.] . '
The doctors insist that he immediately take a vacation lasting at least
thirty days.

In the domain of distance and duration the preposition 3a means
'during, in the course of, as in this example:

€ He XOPOHHJIH.
(39)  3asmom mecay HUKOrO B HALIEM JIOM .
[During that month-ACC no one-ACC in our house-LOC

not buried.] ‘ .
During that month no one in our house was buried.

The meaning of no in this domain roughly corresponds to English
through:

i fickoii gopme.
40}  C gHBaps no mai Bol OyJeTe B OJIMMITH . .
i [From January-GEN through May-ACC you-NOM will-be in

Olympic form-LOC.] . '
Frg’xl.)lanuary through May you will be in Olympic form.

1.2 ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION in the domain of size and capaclty.th
A very common use of ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION dealls w1‘
financial rather than physical ‘dimensions, her.c the c.ost of an 1te;n t}:s
presented in the accusative with no preposition. This n'leam'ng o }:3
accusative is most frequently associated with the' verb cTouTh Cf)St , althmilg ,
as this example illustrates, other verbs can occasionally serve this purpose:
(41)  OO6BIYHO NIEPeBBIITYCK KAPTOUKH CTOHT nstmboecsam NOILIapoB,
. CepBHCHAA IUIAaTa COCTABILIET Cmo namboecsim NONNapoB. .
[Usually reissue-NOM card-GEN costs fifty-ACC dollars, servic
NOM comes-to hundred fifty-ACC dollars-GEN.] o
Usually the reissue of a card costs fifty dollars, and the service fee
comes to one hundred and fifty dollars.
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36 ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION appeared in the database of over 1200 example
In the domain of size and capacity, some feature of an object is often sentences that this analysis is based upon):
measured against a standardized scale (ofien units of weight and measure) or
against another object or objects. This use is usually associated with a {46)  KPBUTELC O TPH CTYIEHBEN
preposition (B is most frequent, Ha, and no are possible, and o is rather rare), ' [porch-NOM with three steps-ACC]
followed by the ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION marking the scale, units, or 1 a porch with just three [ittle steps

object along which size or capacity are measured. Here is a typical example

. istributi ch that each
of the use of & in the domain of size and capacity. in this domain the preposition no refers to a distribution su

i 1
of a series of items is assigned the same amount. In the following example

(42)  Onun u3 cnonos — TpExsieTHnll Panwa secom & 850 KHIOTPAMMOR ! the value of two rubles is assigned to each kilo of mimosa:
~— BOCIOJIb30BANICA MPOTYIIKOH, T0GH JArNRHYTH B IOCY LIVID JaRKY. :
2 8 J B UH KWJIOTPAMM.
[One-NOM of elephants-GEN - three-year-old Raja-NOM weight- : (47) B Coun MuMO3Y MOKHO NPOAATH 11O ‘)“1?’ 61M 31;); rubles- AlIZC for
INST in 850-ACC kilograms-GEN — took-advantage outing-INST, to : {In Sochi-LOC mimosa-ACU possible sell along ‘
take-peek to china shop-ACC.] ! one kilogram-ACC.] _ kil
One of the elephants — three-yezr-old Raja, weighing 850 4 In Sachi you can sell mimosa for fwo rubles a kilo.
kilograms — took advantage of the outing to take a peek into a ; . .
china shop. i 1.3 ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION in the domain qf comp:;l_’:soll;_i tios
1 = The measurement of one thing against another in and h;) i se;. :Iells) e
s : . , : . motiva
The preposition B can also be used to express the amount by which : a comparison of the thing measured with some standard. This

. . e i rison. The
things differ: extension of ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION to the domain of compsas oxmplos
: ; . i € acro
43) C B use of # in this domain is rather marginal, but one does com
TaphIf KypC OT HOBOTO OTIHYAETCH POBHO B msicayy pas.
[O1d rate-NOM from new-GEN differs exactl v in thousand-ACC
times-GEN.]

The old rate is exactly a thousand times more than the new one,

such as:

(48)  Oymara B Kremot :
: [paper-NOM like square-ACC]
graph papet

In this domain, Ha can express how hig an item is in phrases like: . : : istics to
" P - R In comparing objects according to their various character}

i ive object is
determine whether they are similar to each other, the accusativ j

(44) Teatp Ha nambcom mect _ L in a metaphorical
[theater-NOM on five-hundred-ACC used as a standard, along which another ObJCthls gﬁ:ﬁ% A DIMEI{)ISION is
places-GEN] sense. The most common example of this use of A '
aflve-hundred-sesit theater ' the phrase noxow #a 'Tesembling’:

. ; ; ; : napajiHIoM
Like B, Ha can measure the amount by which it differs from some ! {49) XoOTHTe 3HATH, HA KO2O B noxoxu? Ha pas6umyio nap

other object, usually in association with a comparative adjective or a verh 2opuiiy, KOTOPYIO [EPHAT B 300N1apKe U3 XKaJOCTH. ‘ c

indicating exceeding or failing to reach some mark: [Want know, to whom-ACC you-NOM resemble? To stricken-Al

paralysis-INST gorilla-ACC, which-ACC kee.p in zc.)o-LOC fr;)me glty-
GEN.] Do you want to know what you look like? Like a paralyz
gorilla that they keep in a 200 out of pity.

(45) 5 onoszmana Ha namnadyams MUHYT.
[I-NOM got-late on fifteen-ACC minutes-GEN. |
I was fifteen minutes late.

The use of the preposition o in the domuain of size and capacity is rare _ omormm. Ne 4, 2000
1 : . 5 : it X s 1=
and archaic, this example comes from Svedova et al. 1982 (no use of o with OfipalioTia TeKCTa ¥ KOTHHTHBHLIE TE
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With the preposition nox, comparison has the connatation of
imitation, as in this bit of conversation from a beauty parlor, where 4 woman
is being offered a haircut 'like a boy's’,

(50) Cornacno BalleMy JIMLY, OpeIaraid O Myt ik — He

BO3paxkaere?

{In-harmony your face-DAT, suggest under bey-ACC — not
object?]

To suit your face, I suggest giving you a boy's haircut — is that
ok with you?

A specialized type of comparison is approximation, and this use has
its own preposition: ¢ 'about the size/length of, approximately’, as in this
example:

(51)  Hauw nomyraii 6si POCTOM ¢ kypuyy.
[Our parrot-NOM was size-INST approximately hen-ACC ]
Our parrot was about the size of g hen.

2.4 ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION in the domain of action

Measurement and comparison are not the only activilics that can exlend
along the dimensions of an object marked as ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION. Almost
any kind of activity can can extend along the dimensions of an object marked as
ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION, being guided or limited by the dimensions of the
accusative object. A common use of this meaning is in the phrase Hrpiares & [play

to] which is used when we talk about playing games and sports. Playing in jtself

is a relatively loosely defined activity. A game or sport, however, brings all kinds
of concrete parameters with it: rules, implements used, techniques, etc. In this
sense the game or sport provides dimensions that define the playing activity:

(52) Ha HoBoM cTazuoHe MOXHO UIpath B pe2bu, beticiicn, cogmbnon, .,
[At new stadium-LOC possible play in rugby-ACC, baseball-ACC.
softball-ACC...]

At the new stadium one can play rugby, baseball, saftball,..

Ha is usually the place where something is or happens. In this
example being beautiful is something that extends along the face, hut being
fat extends along the figure:

(53) OnHa 6bu1a KpacuBad Ha 1uyo, HO TOJICTAad Ha duzvpy,
[She-NOM was beautiful to face-ACC, but fat to figure-AC C.] She
had a beautiful face, but a fat figure.
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A more abstract, but very common example is the phr’asc Ha Mot
{maof, e, ezo.. ) azzn8d [to my (your, her, his...) view‘-A.CC] 'in my (your,
her, his...) view/opinion' The proposition (whatever it is _th?t the person
h-::l:m-.-cs} extends along that person's view; in other words, it is true for the

nain of that person’s opinion. .
o The ]_‘II'CI;I“‘.-SLHUH nox indicates an activity that accompanies another
one, most commonly involving music, as in:

(54}  TaHUEBRaTL NI MYIBIKY
[dance under music-ACC]
dance to the music

The preposition npo designates dimensions for activities like th{nkx{lg,
talking, and writing. The location of these cognitive and com.mun;cat;ve
activilies is their topic, literally the thing that you think, talk, or write about.

(55)  Mel BCE 3HaeM APYT npo dpyea. '
s [We-NOM all-ACC know other-NOM for other-ACC.]

We kmow everything about each other.

. . . .

Crknoab refers o something that has dimensions, 'through which

something else (usually light or sound or the percepngn of something s.eer: h(;:
heard) passes, often with some difficulty or alteration, as we see In

example:

. . 5
(56) 3apasuTelbHAA N0ITHKA BETMKOHM KHUIH 3aCTABJIAET CMOTPETH CKBO3
£d onmuKy Ha MHOTHe oOBLICHHBIC BEIIK. .
[Infectious poetics-NOM great book-GEN force look through its lens
ACC on many ordinary things-ACC.] itudo of
This great book's captivating poetry forces us to look at a multitude o
everyday things through its lens.

Yepea likewise identifies a dimension .through which s;ln:;i}nni
passes. This example describes a money-laundenng scheme.whe;le - :ra
being cycled through a firm in order to make. it lopk llk(? ' ej'y
legitimate origin. The firm is the dimension for this cycling activity:

J S4 IOJUTAPOB.
(37} Ownu npoEpyuHsaTy yepe3 upmy COTHH THIC ]
=2 [The ;,-—}H OM cyeled through firm-ACC hundreds-ACC thousands
GEN dollars-GEN.]
They eyeled hundreds of thousands of dollars through the firm.
- O6paboTka TEKCTa H KOTHHTHBHbLIE TEXHOTOTHH, Ne 4, 2000
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3.0 ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT

ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT is very similar to the ACCUSATIVE: A
DIMENSION, except that it focuses just on one part of the accusative object,
namely the one furthest away. The accusative object is thus reduced to its logical
endpoint. ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT functions in only two domains, that of space
and time; however, space and time actually function rather differently from cach
other. If a person is imagined standing on a certain spot at a certain time, space
stretches out from that spot in all directions equally. Since all dircctions are
equal, they are all the same in some sense. In other words, if some object is one
meter away, that fact is essentially the same regardless of the direction in which
the object lies. Time is different. It stretches away from a given point in exactly
two directions, and those directions are distinct from each other, Unc goes
forward, into the future. And one goes backward, into the past. If an event is an
hour away, it does matter which direction it lies in. The event will either happen
in an hour, or it will have happened an hour ago. Neither Russian nor English
have a way to say that an event is an hour away without indicating that it is future
or past. In terms of space, the ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT locates something &s
being a certain distance away (at the end of that distance), whereas i terms of
time this meaning locates things as happening later, at the end of a certain period,
or has having happened before, at or prior to the beginning of a certain period. In
this way Russian shows a parallelism between the two concepts expressed in
English as I'll see him in a week and [ saw him a week ago. In either case one has

to reach one week away from the present time to get to the point where the action
is.

3.1 ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT in the domain of space

In the domain of space, there are three prepositions that identify
endpoints: B, 3a, and uepes. B is relatively infrequently used to locate items at
a given distance, but here is one example:

(58) B ooun ckauox on ouyTHnca y JBEpH.
[In one leap-ACC he-NOM found-self by
door-GEN.]

In one leap he was at the door.

When 3a ‘away' is used in the domain of space, it usually occurs in
conjunction with ot 'from' or z10 'to' (which also means ‘from' in this context),
as in this example:

(59)  3ameckonvko xunOMeTPOB MO roposa asTobyc copsaics ¢ ofipuisa n
pexy.
{Beyond several-ACC kilometers-GEN to city-GEN bus-NOM fell
precipice-GEN in river-ACC.]
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Several kilometers away from the city the bus fell off the precipice
into the river.

[n its most simple manifestation, yepes 'across' locates something at
the opposite edge of an item as in:

(60)  Enyb - gepes dopoey.
[club-NOM -- across street-ACC]
The club is across the street.

Usually, however, gepe3 refers to something that is .repeatef:l ina
series, such that you wind up skipping over every other object, as in the
common teacher's instruction nMcaTh Yepe3 CMpPoUKy [wri?e away lme-A'CC]
'skip lines/write, double-spaced', which could be literally'mterpreted as 'go
one line away and then write, and then repeat that pattern’.

1.2 ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT in the domain of time

As we saw above, time differs in important ways from space. There are
furthermore some special peculiarities about the way in yvhich Russian uses
ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT in time expressions. In addition to the usual use of
prepositions (8, 3a, uepes) followed by the accusative case, we also bave i
postpasitions. This table and representative examples give an overview of these

USES: ] )
Table 2. ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT in time expressions

Time running forward: in, after, later

i ooy HEDEIO [to one week-ACC} in/ by the end of a week

31 00wy Hedento [to one week-ACC] in/ by the end of a v;:c;'ek .

Yepes (oduy) Hedemo [across (one) week-ACC]  aftera week, a week later;
‘ every week

{eny Hedido NoTos [one week-ACC later] one week later

Oony nedeiro NocIe [one week-ACC after one week after that

rof l.'.l that- GEN]

Ay nechelio CIRYCTA [one week-ACC later] one week later

Time running backward: ago, before

Odiy nedeno 1o [one week-ACC until one week before that
TOrIEpEn TeM that- GEN/before that-

INST]
38 ooiy Hedearo 10- [one wéek-ACC until that  one week before that
1 u:-.-;.-'-.i:pm: TeM GEN/before that-INST]
iy Hedino Hasal [one week-ACC ago) one week ago
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(61) Ham mupuxép pomwics B ceMbe MY3bIKAHTOB H YXK€ B HAMb JIET

HaY4HICs ArpaTh Ha GOPTENHAHO.

[Our conductor-NOM was-bom in family-LOC musicians-GEN and

already to five-ACC years-GEN learned play on piano-LOC.]

Our conductor was born in a family of musicians and already at the

age of five he learned to play the piano.

When 3a is used with an accusative time expression, if the sentence
refers to a completed action (usually with a perfective verb), there is focus on
the endpoint, whereas if a process or state is involved, then we have a
duration (ACCUSATIVE: A DIMENSION). Here is an example of 3a expressing
ACCUSATIVE: AN ENDPOINT:

(62) 3amecay JluMa npeBpaTHICA B OGBIKHOBEHHOTO YEJIOBEKA.
[To month-ACC Dima-NOM transformed to ordinary person-ACC.
By the end of @ month Dima had become an ordinary person.

Yepes typically indicates a time period that elapses before something
else happens:

(63) O mocraBun UM yNLTHMATYM: CAAThCA qepes Hedeno.
[He-NOM set them-DAT ultimatum-ACC: give-up across week-
ACC.] He set an ultimatum for them: give up by the end of a week.

When the context calls for periodic repetition (often by means of
Kaxpii 'every’), then we have the temporal equivalent of what we saw with
4yepes and intervals of space: things that happen at regular intervals of time:

(64) Yepes kaxcoyio Hedenio — MeTAUMHCKUR OCMOTP.
[Across every week-ACC — medical examination-NOM. ]
There's a medical examination every week.

The postposition Ha3saz is probably the most common Russian
equivalent for 'ago’. Here is an example:

(65) Hedenio Hasan s ciiblliana 1o pagyo Tepeavy O CYacThe.
[Week-ACC ago I-NOM heard along radio-DAT program-ACC about
happiness-LOC.]

A week ago I heard a program on the radio about happiness.

4.0 Epilog

Despite their number and complexity, all the uses of the Russian
accusative case can be shown to fit together in a network of related and in some
instances overlapping meanings, one that even accounts for idiomatic uses. In
Text Processing and Cognitive Technologies, Ne 4, 2000

43

addition to demonstrating the descriptive and theoretical power of the radial
catcgory and metaphorical mapping, this analysis reveals significant facts about
the way in which information is organized in Russian. Directed motion occupies
a prominent place in the linguistic imagination of Russian. Just looking at
something constitutes a visual voyage. Human understanding of time is patterned
after how we perceive space, motivating the conventional conclusion in Russian
that if a journey has a spatial destination, then an event has a temporal destination
as well. Time is clearly conceived of in Russian as a unidimensional line
streiching away from us in two directions. Change to a new state is
caomprehended as movement to a new location. Going to a destination behind an
item can be interpreted as catching hold, replacing, or exceeding that item,
Fecling nauseated or shaken up are not activities people engage in; these are
things that just happen to people without any apparent agent. The accusative case
puts all these ideas into a single coherent package.
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