Table 1: Overview of solids vs. substances distinction and implications for Russian aspect

	Discrete Solids
	Fluid Substances

	What we know about discrete solids
	What this means for perfective aspect
	What we know about fluid substances
	What this means for imperfective aspect

	Inherent properties and Event Structure

	A. Have edges
	Boundedness
	A. Have no inherent edges
	Unboundedness, lack of reference to beginning/end

	B. Can have various shapes; can be thin stable slices
	Perdurative and delimitative meanings (prefixes pro- and po-); punctuality
	B. Shape is irrelevant; cannot form thin stable slices; must have thickness; can be omnipresent
	Must have some duration and can be infinitely long

	C. Each item has integrity as a unique discrete whole; heterogeneity
	Single one-time accomplishments and achievements; wholeness; definiteness
	C. Uniform, continuous and divisible; homogeneity
	Ongoing activities and states; temporal stability; repetition; indefiniteness

	D. Countable units
	Used with measured adverbials and partitive genitive
	D. Uncountable masses; can fill a space
	Used with indefinite time reference, or with references that form boundaries

	E. Cannot stream, pour; come all at once in a whole piece
	Lack of determined/non-determined distinction; totality, completion, sense of a Gestalt
	E. Can stream, pour or be stagnant; can come gradually
	Determined vs. non-determined motion verbs; processual meanings

	F. Impenetrable, only experienced from exterior
	Exterior reference
	F. You can reach/see/be inside
	Interior reference, manner, unfolding; historical present 

	G. Can be converted to substances: a) when many are viewed from a distance, b) when pulverized 
	Perfectives can generate a) derived imperfectives with repetitive meaning, b) derived imperfectives with processual meaning
	G. Can be converted to solids: a) by solidifying, b) when reference is made to a single particle, c) when packaged in a firm container
	Imperfectives can generate derived perfectives a) using perfectivizing prefixes that organize the action, b) using the –ну- suffix, c) when states/activities are prefixed in по-/про-; rehomogenized derived imperfective prefixed with по-

	Interactions of Matter and Discourse Structure

	H. Cannot share space with other solids
	Sequencing of perfectives with each other and with NOW (a solid), which can force the meaning of future
	H. Can share space with both substances and solids
	Simultaneity of imperfectives with each other, with NOW, and with perfectives; present tense 

	I. Can provide a firm path of stepping stones
	Perfectives are dynamic, move narrative along
	I. Static, impede movement
	Imperfectives retard narrative, encourage dwelling on characteristics, setting

	J. Perceptually salient objects
	Figure, foregrounding in narrative
	J. Perceptually diffuse masses
	Ground, backgrounding in narrative; neutral meaning of general-factual

	K. Can serve as barriers or boundaries for substances
	Use of perfective phasal verbs with imperfective infinitives; ingressives, terminatives, perduratives and delimitatives
	K. Can be bounded by solids or mixed with other substances
	Use of imperfective infinitives with phasal verbs

	Human Interactions with Matter and Pragmatic Structure

	L. Provide the satisfying feel of a stable, manipulable object 
	Sense of result, (successful) completion; contracts; ability to perform; neutral imperatives giving new instructions
	L. Slip through the fingers, nothing graspable
	No sense of result or completion; conative meanings; implications of bad work; frustration; categorical negation

	M. Hard, might be an obstacle, could hurt if used with any force
	Negative warnings; impolite imperatives
	M. Comfortingly soft and spreadable
	Generalizing meaning of negative imperatives; polite imperatives

	N. Can spontaneously form as lumps of substances
	Successful completion in relation to conative imperfectives
	N. Can, like an odor or residue, signal the prior presence of solids
	Reversals of action


